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Purpose
 
This course provides an introduction to the terms, concepts, and techniques of applied behavior analysis and to their application with individuals who have disabilities.
 
Textbook
            

There are no textbooks for this course. Selected readings and interactive instructional programs used in this course can be accessed on-line. Readings are in portable document format (.pdf). You will need Adobe Reader to open the readings. If you do not have Adobe Reader, you may download a free version by going to the following website http://www.adobe.com/downloads/
          

Readings through Lesson 13 are excerpts from: Umbreit, J., Ferro, J. B., Liaupsin, C. J., & Lane, K. L. (2007). Functional behavioral assessment and function-based intervention: An effective, practical approach. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall.
Course Format and Procedures
This course includes 20 Lessons and Assignments that are listed below in the “Schedule” section of this syllabus. Each Lesson includes a stated purpose, one or more Activities (usually 3-5 Activities), and an Assignment. The Activities require you to read material on-line or to complete an on-line interactive instructional activity. Each Assignment requires you to demonstrate, in writing, that you have mastered the material covered.
This course uses a Complete Mastery Approach, which means you are required to demonstrate mastery of all of the material at each step in the course. Any part of an Assignment that is not correct must be corrected before you can proceed in the course. Therefore, a submitted Assignment is either completely correct, or it is not.
 
If an Assignment is completely correct, you will receive full credit. If any part of the Assignment requires revision, you will receive no credit until any necessary revisions are successfully completed. On any Assignment that requires revision, you will receive feedback and instructions on how to revise the assignment so that you can re-submit and pass it. Revisions are due within 48 hours after feedback has been provided. This 48-hour time period will assist you in meeting Assignment deadlines.
 

Every effort will be made to grade Assignments within 24 hours (weekends not included). If I will be attending a conference, I will give you advance notice, as this sometimes delays the speed with which I am able to grade, especially if Internet access is of poor quality.  If it has been over 48 hours since you have submitted an assignment, (excluding weekends), and you have not received feedback, please email me. 
 
In each Lesson, the proper way to proceed is to begin by reading the purpose, then complete each of the Activities in order, and then complete and submit the Assignment. Once you have passed the Assignment for a Lesson, you will receive full credit and immediately gain access to the next Lesson. Each subsequent Lesson will become available only when you have passed the previous Lesson’s Assignment.
 
To get credit for an Assignment, you must pass the assignment and submit it on time.
 
	A deadline has been established for submitting each Assignment (see the “Schedule” below). Assignments are due by 11 p.m. on the due date listed in the Schedule.


Extensions of a particular deadline may be granted at the discretion of the instructor. Requests for an extension should be e-mailed to your instructor’s UA e-mail address. If you miss a deadline because you are still completing a revision required for a previous Assignment, your instructor will extend the due date and stipulate the new deadline for the next Assignment.
	If you want to go faster than the schedule requires, please do.


 
The Student Code of Academic Integrity apply to web courses as well as courses that are taken on campus. To plagiarize is “to steal and pass off the ideas or words of another as one's own or use another's production without crediting the source” (Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, 2000). If plagiarism is evident, the student will receive a “0” on that activity and may receive an “E” for the course and may be suspended or expelled from the university. See the Student Code of Academic Integrity for further explanations http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/codeofacademicintegrity 

 
Schedule
08/22 -- Course Begins
08/29 -- Assignment 1 (What is Behavior?)
09/04 -- Assignment 2 (Writing Behavioral Definitions) 

09/05 – Labor Day Holiday – No Classes

09/08 -- Assignment 3 (Categories of Behavior)

09/13 -- Assignment 4 (The A-B-C Model)

09/19 -- Assignment 5 (Basics of Reinforcement)

09/22 -- Assignment 6 (Types of Reinforcers)

09/27 -- Assignment 7 (What Makes Reinforcers Effective?)
10//03 -- Assignment 8 (Selecting Reinforcers)

10/11 -- Assignment 9 (Basics of Punishment)

10/17 -- Assignment 10 (Extinction)

10/20 -- Assignment 11 (Building Resistance to Extinction)

10/25 -- Assignment 12 (Techniques for Developing New Behavior)

10/30 -- Assignment 13 (Making Behavior Last)
11/03-- Assignment 14 (Measurement -- Part 1)
11/07 -- Assignment 15 (Measurement -- Part 2)

11/10 -- Assignment 16 (Functional Behavior Assessment -- Part 1)

11/17 -- Assignment 17 (Functional Behavior Assessment -- Part 2)

11/23 -- Assignment 18 (Using FBAs to Design Intervention)

11/28 -- Assignment 19 (Testing the Effectiveness of the Intervention)

12/ 05-- Assignment 20 (Behavior Intervention Plan)

12/08 – Final Day for NEW Submissions

12/12 -- Last day to submit revisions
  
Grades
Grades will be assigned based on the number of Assignments for which you get credit, as follows:  
 

A = All 20 Assignments
B = minimum of 17 assignments
C = minimum of 15 assignments
D = minimum of 13 Assignments
F = less than 13 Assignments
Remember: To get credit for passing an Assignment, you must pass the assignment and submit it by 11 p.m. on the due date.
